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The UblverslQr Boll oonductiBd a surrey of tie opinions / 
of 393 xandooty selected Ikin Cities .<;aq)us students- / 
'.taiiB!^ student Iqgal, heeds and Ihtsrests. .K^ flhdi^. 
include: istudents-llave had extensive e3q)exience 
their oootact vitti 'tBgiaJL traapactiffw. 72X 

' a oontxact, 66% hpa^t a car. dtat^ had, 
at sanb'iidffle been in a.iituatian where xpssy 
need for legal infoxiaetion bat that nciat sp6d^ts (85%) 
pccbebly hsNe little Infooofaticn abodt> ^ 
issiies. 73% felt,they.bad an inaertadlA i^ea^bf tltiejk^^ 

' of legal ser^rLces md 931 of die vespondBnt? agx^e<f most 
students uould hove fxouble 
Ovet three foactba esqpressed 
infanwiHan. and 

. <X)niy.iipr coD^lainCB and 
9Mk agreed that tiie taiivers: 
with legal- advice and 73% 
should offer students lov 
. Finally 69X ^ the 
villixig to fey a $1.50 
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.A JtXidy of tns Lef];al tfeeds of Stjcfents 

at -tie Ihivsrsity of iiimesota * 
r^iald ikcross and Camen UeGLdio 
Student Life Studies " 
. Uhiversity of ifianesota 

III veceat years concern lias grown over tie cost of, arxi accessibility 
CO Ifijal services. TraditLooally, tne l^jal needs of most citizens in 
tie uidJle -pxund between affluence and poverty navft received,/ Uttle 
systaaatic attaitLon. Hiere is growing recognition ixwever, ^lat nany 
Aajricans encottxter difficulty in dealing with ti« l^jal systeayid in 
payiiig for lesal assistance. Jot only is tte cost of legaf scrvic^ 
often protdLitive, \>ut an individaal't lack of kncwlet^ of legal na 
also inaibits tiiei^ full .mH nation of legal servides. Those «ho need 
legal services are often unaware tiiet tiielr pfrbbleDB a?5jLegal in nature 
and ttat .lawyers s^iould be .en|>loyed to help resolve tiiaa. For .imny 
people,, contact witU lawyers occurs only in obvious crUis situatiom and 
even tiioi contact is often delqyed because of tiie »ti ff^<Tj i tte 8 flffftorlatgd 
wltii locating an affordable attorney. Because of tiie j'tffft /^iTH^ft 
iaeetinB napy peopk's legal needs, the legal profis88j[ii^;^w8 begun Co , ■ 
estplore new uiedianiiDS for delivering legal services to citizens cif 
-laoderate inootae. ■ ' ' * ' 

'•Prepaid:' legal servides is one tpooept; fiiyia? .Inro 
as a vi^ to 8ervi<» tiie Ipi of .thp!^ 

Inadequately aevn^ by inadequibely. M^v^ by iadBpet^nt attdoiBys; ' 
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Hie essence of tiie prepaid legal seirvice plat\.i8 ttLt a nuii>^of 
ihdiviciaals share the cost at tl^ services. Sudi plans areanalc^ous 
tx> prepaid m^cal services. IridtLvidiifiLs subscribli^ to the services ' 
are as'sesseJ a r^jolar fee \*ietl-ker or iwt txusy have imoediate needs. - - - . 
The subscriber is then eligible to receivfe a miber of legal services * 
ttxa ate attorneys and otiier staff associated with the plan. The- basic 
. advantage of tne prepaid aa?roadi is ti>at it spreads the cost of routine 
le^al services over time acid tne risk of unforseen^menses 6ver a metier 
of persons. Ibreover, prepaid pl^ans tend to enoour^ythe use of pre- 
ventive legal services . / Because siibscrlbers t» group' plans one ncjt 
• discouraged 6y cost, ttcobers qtiliae attorneys not only in crisis 
situations vghere tseaa^ is ah obvious need, but also lot day to 
legal ad^ce to |«r(«it se^^ 

1 Ibe lega|. 'education arui ];ire\«itive aspects of prq>aid legal services 
1?een p^irticularly attractive to collegfes and universities. Alorxj 
th die a^raiting to college students of the fyll rights «d respcnsibiU- 
^tlfis of aSult citizenship lias cone a xeco^tion -tiiat studaits share 
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mny'a£ tne sane probieras; including legal prbblecB, of isther citiJsens. 
Students bt^ on aredit, sign contracts, sif^ laases. and er^^ in 
naaerous activiOes for wliidi tn^ are l«ld fully actount^le by the 
XaM» ^B.^, isaxy colleges and, universities have deeoed it appropriate 
to develop services wddy^ iieip educate students about the lof and - 
Si\iie thoa asaistanoe in ceetlns mi preventii^ l^al pcoblaas. 

Of tlie viariety of p»{>aid plan models, the aDet.ooanxi mcbaixSm ii 
oe^tixi^ students' legal needB has.bMn ttiservice funded out of atudeixt-fbM. 
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Ihder tliis iystem, all stuj^ts are cliarsed a fee of froa $1100 to $3.00 
per tem. / In return fgif^iis cnoney, a student may receiv^-iLal advdce, 
consultation and representation from a professional staf. The' scope of 
coverage varies fruu canpus £o' caLUXis. Sudi.^lans arcrww in operator 
at approjduateiy ten to fifteen universities ineliklinB Arizona State 
liiiversity, tlie' University of Southern California, tiie University of 
liassadiusetts at Anherst. ,Lfankato State Uhiversity. the :lhiversity -of 
ViT3inia,-the IMversity of Texas, and Indiana Ihiversity. 

. Hie University ofj|tinesota is now considering a plan fdr prqiaid 
lesai aid service &«f students. As currently envisioned, the service 



wjuld be si m 'laj^to those^^it other institutions in its aqphasis to pravea^ 
tive legal services and flanding tiirpugh, student fees. The plan's vniqueness 
grgws fraa tiie extensive research and pre-operatiLonal ptannii^ wfddir^aa^ ^ 
: ^, ' . ^eqci aimed at najdraizing menber use by tailorir^ tiie p rcigi aa specifically 
for iflnnesofca students^ One of the efforts directed to^artls lids . eai is 
tiie stucfy r^)d39:ed:ha:e. - .Eie_p^ffpose of tiie study was to "deveicip 'data~ob~~; 
student legal needs and interests to be used in ti« planning of the l^mesofea' 
^ pEograa, ii^iasis is placed thotcygh pre-planniig so tiiat prdblene 
\ encountered at other IMversities ^tee lesi3 extensive i^seaxch W done, 

\viU be laiidaiad. "^^ . ^ 

" - . <^ 

"Die prinary focus of t3» study was oi two at^ ^ 
of student interest in ieoei^jiiig as8i«taa» .c»^l^ 

assessment of student experiences with tjie legal sjretaa. These two t^M ^ 
bf ^lata viere collected to dbtain a picture of »tyder?ts' stated need for 
aervioes sod .secondly to provide a lMd6 for infenriae-acCtial i 

■ERIC ■ ■ 
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•wrecognized need. A second Bpcus of the scudy wai on students' percep- 
tions of tneir current resources for lesal assist^ii^ i^ic^jd^ vrfietiier 
or not tiiey. could currently afford -Isg^ assist^, .ASSaiil,- .H^e logic for ' 
collect±ic these data' ^ras. to hi^^t another aspect of; jfi^'to^^siat in 
Uie desisn of a legal service program on the caepus. ' Finally, the study 
sousht to obtain student opinion about, the desir^ility of tlie University's 
providing a net^ legal service and fuhdit^ such, sendee- tnrou^ student 
fees. Ihe present report presents- tne ^inal deseripaVe "aiaij^isV A 'mie 

.^^y^^ ^:^.^^atstri^ cajTTOitly. .beir« under- 
^^^.^.^.^LP^ P5°^*^ further planning information. In particular, 
analyses v/ill be made t6 determine which groups' and types -of students^ 
have the most nee'd fa* . certain. .types of legal services. 
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llie study V7as conducted tiirou^i a questiioniMre oiailed to a random 
- ■ - saiple df students at the Cities canpus the diversity of llinnesota 

S aiiple and liespcnse Rates 

Hie sacple consisted of 556 names of day sdiool. students listed in * 
the active file of tiie -^-jm Cities canpus Office of Admissions and Becords. 
As of February 13, 1970 responses had been received fixm 393 -students for 
^ a response rate of Ut. Olie nucber of persons responding is sufficient 

for seneralizations to a student body population of 50,a00 with a confidence 
: interval' of 95/:, that is ^w^^ . ; 

P^^dures ' 

Hie first mailing to merabars of the saiqple was' a preletter on 
^ ifoveofcer 30. 1975 describipg the. nature of the survey and askir^ for the 

student's participation. Successive tnailii^ before dSd after the break 

..'1. . . . between fall winter ^uarters;^^^o^ questionnaire itself^, 

" ' " " . V;..-^^. .^^.?^llQ*^^rflBiade». A filial telephone isali folldw-tp was' iiade " 

to non-respoi^OTte^ftm F^ruietcyj5=9 . .._.. .r. . ..-^r'.'^'i.^.r..^ 

Study Itaas 

.^stifliamise-iteHis-'Mere aevfel^^ 

■Rdn Cities StudentAssecijly Subcaanittee on lig^ Services. -Interest in 
7 ^Jeciftc legal InfdrBiatitm ^ sendees was assessed diot)g^ a series «f 

qpestions ^ch listed an area and asked ^*»ether .tiie resppodent was 
r^^^*^ ^^ '^'t ^^^erested the'sea^ice! As litferentlal approach to 

the asaessatot of les^-^ds \«as ti^ 

;•^^^:|ff''^|■■■^ 

' 5 askiiiB wtether or not tii|:^||^^d4ual had ever been invol' 

..ERjC - ^ ■■■ - ' ''-r^;^.y:....:.^^ 
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sitxiations^ involviriG le^al iss\jes. A tliird set of items further focused 
on aiofiier aspect of legal needs by ascertaining students perceptions of 
tlieir current resources for legal assistance (parents, l^al aid services 
own incaiieX Another set of items probed student feelings about tlie 
appropriateness of tiie Ifeiiversity's providing legal aid services for 
students. Students were asked hag^ ouch they agreed or disagreed 
various statements regarding tne need far a legal aid service at tiie 
IMversity. Finally students wgre aslod vrliether they \jere \rf.lling or 
unwilling to pay a ^1.50 fee for the proposed legal aid clinic. 




iNesults 



Table 1 presents respoTKients' answers to specif ic questions about 
tiieir experiences witii tli^e l^al system. Out of tlie fifteen experiences 
listed, tlie liighest response was to the qji^stion askirig if the student had 
ever sigiiea a logal contract. Seventy-^two percent (72/o) said that tiiey 
iiaJ. Sixty-si:c percent (567.) had bbusht cars, and sixty- three percent 
C6J/») liad l)een involved in an ^totoobile accident. / 

A majority bf, students/Tiad credit cards (53%), and 507. responded 
tiiat tiiey iiad bouglat ne^;?<^iandise "on time". As for laore i^jtiirect informa- 
tion regarding studa^t legal needs, over tiro- thirds (707.)/ said tliat they 
\a\EM of otlier siaidents wio liad. needed legal assistance at souie time. 
Finally, Mi^-^i imd been asked to appear in eoart, or*]^ 9% had been 
actually arrested, and 117. liireatened witli a lasTsiiit^ ' 
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^ Table 1 

« 

Percentage^ Distribution of Responses to 

Iijq)eriences v/ith the Legal System ' / ' 

* - , — '- — 

.ilgwe you ever: Yes Ito 

*-» 

a. si^pied a legal contract? 72?; 237. 

b. knc^;n ottier stadents v^tx? hate n^ded legal ^assistance? 70 30 

c. bougiit a car? \. S '^q q 



d. been in a situation x>tere yoa fi^ft the need for 
legal infonaation or advice? •^♦^tT.GS 35 

\ L ^^^^ 

e. been involved in an autocnobile accf^ient? 63 37 

liad a credit card? : ; t \ . . 63 37 




bouglit anything "on time"? .\ 50 50 

h. signed a housiixx lease? ^ 54 

i. l)ekrd of the Univer^J^^legal aid service? . . /, 39 61 

been asked to appear in cctot?; 30 70 

k. been contacted by a collection agency? , .11 89 

1. ^ been tiireatened with a lawsuit? . . . ! U 39" 

m. been arrested? ; . . * g 91 

n* 'sought hej^ at the University's l^al aid service? < 7 93 

o, \ nad yote income tax return audited? 6 94 



^ej^centages f or egwih item jnay sun to 997. or 101% due to rounding 6f jtecitaals 



L^Sal ifeed Stucfy 
10 





Answers tabulated in Table 2 represent respondents' 
questions concerning personal resources available to tiie 
\assistaiice. xl\ile 74%^" felt tliat tiiey could notz afford ] 
aiu 72/; did not tliink tliat they were ei,f^ible tor legal e 
the city, county, or state, 47;l did feel that they knew 
tlie Cities area v;ho wald help them/with a legal pifoblem. AhxTst 
three- fourths (75yo) of the students fsii^^ed felt tliajt-tfiey ^ 

-"' ' / A ' 

\ ui-icertain idea of tlie costs of ieg^^i^ccs.' Yet, jjy.^e? 
take a loan to pay for an attom^^ services, 567, 
.parents v;ould ii^lp tliem pay f0r such deiyices. 

/ TableV' *X 

•I /'a i \' ° 

?er9^tage DistributLoh of Responses to 

'/ Tvesources for, Leg£^\^ssistance/' 
' Do you feel: y ' '^-^^^ ' V / \ ' \' 

^'^- ^^<^a^y&3^6l^^:^^ legal^^Sni^ ^ord '' not afford 
if you heeded It? 2^^~-~7l&_ 

b. tliat^ou iiave a\fira, or an uncertain, idea of the fitm uncertain 
oos^ of legal services? . ; . \ - V • ■ A 27 ' 73 - 

c. ^ tJkt you vjould be ^igii^le or no\eligibleVor \ eligible not eUtd.blc 

^egal^sistaoce frdi^ tlie ctty, cdmty, or 23 " 72 

d. Atiiat niost U of M stud^ts \ would would not 
/ eligible for legal asisistance from tfte city, \ " \ 

/ county, or state?. . .\ \. ^. . . . . X^A'. 56 

tiiat \you would be willing or urwilling to t^ a\\ wilkng not willits . 
loan to pay for an attorney's sei:vices?.\ 33\ 67 

f . tiiat your parents 'would or. .would nDt\elp pay \would \ would not 
tor an attorney 's.servicies? 1 .V 56 44 

g. that you know or do not know a law student or legal Nkijow do not know 
aide \*io would help you with ;^al proWdps?, \36 64 

h. feat you kncss* or dob not know an attxaney in die IWn knbw do iwt knoi^ 
atiee area v*k) 5«uld help you with legal Jooblaw?^, 4? 54 / 

'^memasa» m'eat^^ sua tolM or jfllS A ia t^^^^i^M^ ^A^nJ^^ - 
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The interest of students in recoivins legal infonnation and 
(services is generally liign, as sliavn by Table 3. Eight students out 
of ^10 (41te) \janted inforoiation on where to get legal aid. Alr.-»st tlie 
sane number ( ;gere interested in' infonnation on consumer rigto. 
Other areas of higii student interest include: costs Of legal services 
(7o/;), itiforoation on insi^ahce polios and contracts (75'/o), consirKr 
ccMplaints (737o), car ownership information (63%), tenants' rights (557o), 
students' riglits (6<%). rental contracts (64%). student loan contracts ' 
(54yo), traffic 1^ (53A).^d divorces (19%). 
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' tax parpblfiiros. . • • ; . • 
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: .o4\... 


'% 


. SbaU jzUimi court: ; 
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. Table 2 ■"'.'[ - ' ; 

Interest in Legal Informatl.on ah4 'Services , . 

Interested Ijiteirestec ' 

Use of cre^t • . • 
cards . . • 



• .Jot 

Interested Interested 



Student loan 
contracts 



Traffic laws-, ■ 



Startiqg a 
busing. . . 



Alternative niarr^ 
<^tracts .U. -3^ 



55 . 


45.^: 


• 




•54 ■ 


46 )■ 


53 






• ^ * 
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41. • 









61 



Zonit^ laus 


31 


V. 69 • 
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25 ( 


75:' 


Changing yoik naae. . 


25 
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75 


Careers in lav ^ 


24 




Badcruptcj^. . ^.^y 


23 . 


77 / 




. 23 ■ 


76 


Getting a . 

• i •- 


19 


• 31 
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**^t£dscasa^ for iimjiii^ aa t& 9$SL or 101% due to xouodUbc 'of dQc4naI<' 

■4, 
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TaihlB U shows respondents' opinions agked if ti«y agreed or 
disasreed \nM\ stataaents on basic issues in legal services: first, 
93% eitW asrsed or strongly agreed with' tiie'statecwit tiiat 'lx>st 
students at the Ihiversity of Minnesota vraid have, trouble pajdtig 
usfijal actorriey's fees." Hien, \icvsci asked whether th6 Ihiversity should 
provide students with lejal advice, 8^ a^^ed or stroi^y agreed that 
tl)e5r^s;iQuld. SiMlarly, IZ'L agreed of strongly agreed ,jdtii «i»6 statanenf 
tiiat.die Lhiversity sliould off er students low cost l^»al repjce^tation 

irt ccfaaqt crises. • ^Jien asKed if student fees should be used for^this 

j\, '.- . .' , *- 

purpose, \53%\ agreed or strongly "agteed tiiat ti«y should be^xised to fund 

•♦~ " ' ' 

legal ii4 servivCes. finally, 05/; of the respondents Agreed or strot^ty 

/ • \ •;• > ■ . ' '» / ^ ^ ^ • 

agreted ^/itii tiK^ . statement that most university students liavte little'' 
inifonjitim abo^j: laws and legfll issuei, ' ', , ' , " .. 
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* Table 4 

Perc^ita^^e^' DUtributi of Responses to* 
Opinions About Lejal Aid Issues 



"*'*V 0) J— < CD 

op 5^ t . ^« . . 

rf (U <y ^ 

0) g 4J 
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a. iost tiuversLty of Minnesota students would 617o 327o 5% (.5%) (.3%) 
iiave trouble paying ysual Attorney's fees. 

b. Ibst Lhiversity of iiinnesota strodents 
.probably have little information about 

tiie' lacre and legal issues . 

c. ' Hie IWLversity should provide students uL'tii 

le^jal advice. 

The University should offer students low-ccfet, 
legal representation in court cases. -J 

e. .bney from' stutlent fees (collected froa all 
-students) stxwld be used to help fund legal aid 
services for studoits \d.th lesal ^problems 

f. - Feu University of Ifirnesota students have 5 40 32-1^ 

seriou^ legal problesas. 
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percentages for eadi item sua to 99/i or tp 101% due to rooidliig of * 

^ deciaals, wnere adjusted frequency perceat totals less than 1 
^1 pereeiitage point, tiie fractLori percentage^ appears in parentiieses. 
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Table j giw a breakckxjn of respondents' opinions about a 
fe^sapported iesaX aid service for'scudents. Itien asked if they were 
willing ,t or uii41U^ to pay ay?i.jO per quarter fee for a l^al aid 
clinic. 69/; \>«re vri.lling, 22,; were urealUr^ and V/o had no opinion j 



' " . Table 5- 
Percentages Distribation of Responses to ' ' 

Opinions ^About a Fee-Supported Le^^al Aid Service for Students^ 

Are yaa ^41IinG, or unalling, to pay a $1.50 ner quarter fee for a le^al 
axd clinic? <^ ' ' 

o^U i/illing 

2 2/, Ursri-lling . 

9/; ^.to Opinion 



^ercentases for eaci item nay sua to\99% or 101% due to roundins of 
decli.vils. * • ^ 

'^le question was prefaced ;;itn tiie followii^ statenent: All full-tinfi 
students currendy pay ^47.25 per quarter in fees for student 
services. A proposal has been made to increase tiiesc fees by 51 50 per 
quarter in order to find a legal aid clinic for .students. The * 
clinic would -ive students free legal advice, aid conduct educational 
seoinars on l^»al topics. 
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taa^^iic information \ia& collectetL^^sPEteqpt to specify which 
groi5>s ai^^^_^r^--«|_^s^^^g-t^ve tlie aoct need for certain types 
of le^al sa:^^ces.^^^;:ISi■^toomaQ^3r^,\«in be the result of further 
analyses.vof tne Uescriptive-tlata presented in table 6.. ' ' " 



' Table 6 

Percentage^ Distribution of Responses to 
Giaracteristics of San^ile ahd Population 



Are you currently atterxJing the ttu.ve;:si.ty of 
1 o-nnesota? 



WiiatXe your sex? 




What is ycur arndtal status?. 



a. 



Are, you interested in vpur8u^ng^a career as an 
attorney or legal aid? 



Arc you enployed under the ^yhiversity's wotk/study 



Yes 






j/o 


;. 47. 




Ikle 


Faoale 




■ 43% 




Not Ikcried 




67% 


Yes 


Wo 




89% 


Yes 


Vo Don't Haxi 




31% 9% 




33% . ' 




97% 



^rcentages for eadi iCe© nay sua to 99X or due to roindl^ of 
deciisals^ adjusted frequency percent totals less than 1 

percenta;^ point,/tba fraction psxentage ^^^pears in pmendieses. 



, . , ifeetl Study 

' " . 17 • ■ .-■ 

Are you receiving financial assistance ; - " Yes tb 
(scholarslii-^)s or loan-s) tlir0u3li tlit University's 

financial aid office? ,.,-.-.27% ' 7Ji' ' ' ' 

■ ri>at ;i your class' in collese?'. . . . , • , . •. Preslman .5% 

' , .. . • SophixDre ! ■ 10%-.' 

. . ' . Junior 2X1. 

Senior' 29% 

-Gtadaata 23/; 

Adult Special 5%- 

ikX7 uiany crejlits are you takir^ this 

quarter? . . ::^-r .Urvder 6 Credits 15% 

' I ' ' ' ' 

0-12 Credits . . . -25%- ' 

■ ^ ' . - ' .\ - Ocrer .12 Credits 577, 

In' vjliat coller;e are you ejiroll^? OA 37% 

» , .- ■ - . ^"^ m 

«.'■ ED G% 

' - ' Bus Ad 7% - 
/ • • ■ / ■ 

... " ' . ' Ag'. Forestry, H,E.. o7. 

Grad, Lau^ lied . 177. 

.Health Sci 8% 

. . Other 4% . 

\hat is your age (at your last birti^)? Uhder la ly. . 

• ■ .10 \ ; ii 

' ■ . 19 3%- 



..... "' ' 

QwracttostrLcs icontiji^^ — • 23" " ICR. 



25 G7. 



J5^3* - - '14% 
31-AO ■ 11% 
41-50. - - -17,' 



n. 'Jiiat v^ill be ycrjr tx>tal 1975 inccras-<fjS)ra your 

avn eamiiTss, before, taxes) f. . . ; less tban $500 277. 

$50O-$9O0 * 107. 

' . , . $lOa3^$l499' ' 22 7. 

■ $1500-$1999 157. 



^ $2000-$2499 13%.,. 
. . . $i500-$299?' . 07. 
$300) or more . 07. 



o. lihat vill be ytxir parents' -or 'guardi^ 1975 ' 

• irmae (before t^^xes)•?/,■.i less than $5030 3%_ 

- ' •$5000-$9999 167. 

$10,000-$14,999 IT/o 

$15.0p0-$19.999 277. 

^ $20.000-$29,999 23% 

$30,0Q0-.$49,999 0|_ 

$50,000 07, 

I have no living 
paraits.or 

Sqardlans 0% 
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. DISOgSIOtL ' ■ - ' 

"'ffve survey results are l^elpful in a nuniier pf. areas regardliig feiia 

issue of a Student Legal Services . progr^: ' 'Ihe data shows that students 
■interor society in the nunber and variety of tiieir contacts with typical 
legal or quasi- legal transactions. As a resvilt, the data also. indicates ' 
that most stude^^luyB been ^ a' si1±atidn'w^^ they felt the need for 
-lig^dFadvice (65%) , Yet. the survey indicates that most students feel 
tliat tney cannot afford legal advice (747.) , Respondents indicated that one 
solution to tliis problem would be for Xfhe Univetsity of Ifinnesota to 
provide legal information and advice (G47.) and court representation (73%) 
to students at a reduced cost. Finally, when asked whether they would 
be willing to pay i?l. 50 as a fee for a pre-paid legal service, 69% 
stated that tney were willing to do so. ' ' . 

The' data provided ixu tables 1 and 3 give definition to. areas of 
student experience and interest, Ihe highest responses indicate that. 
areas of student concetn inch^-ctSnsviner tran^cduons, insurance policies 
and contracts, car ownership, landlord/tenant. 1^7 and incaciB tax prbblens. 
This data would be useful in the planning of a l^al service* program. It 
is in?)ortant to note, hcwever, that the information in this area is 
incooplfite and caution should be feioercised \tiexi attanpting to trans latfe 
these ^terests into need, I?i spite of this, students clearly indicate 
tiiat th^L-ha^je in fact been in situations vAiich called for legal help of sdne 
sort (65%) , 1 . 
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Rrora tlie data, students appear to describe themselves as people 
wha are unfatuiliar with the law aqd' legal resources. Eighty-five percent 
(J57,) ^eed that tx>st students probably have little information about the 
law and oU expressed interest in receivir^ information about where 
to find legal aid. This is especially interesting in viet; of the 
opinions of attorneys at several schools where prepaid legal plans are . 
operational including the University of Virginia. Illinois State : 
University and the IMversity of ffassachusetts at Anherst, who believe that 
the majority of student legal problems arise because students are unaware 
of their legal' rights and responsibilities and do not recognize the,-; ' 
need for counsel. "-^ 

Students also describe themselves as being confused by the'costs of 

legal asaiac^ica, 3oventy-four percent C7^o) responded that - they felt 

*. . ' .' , 

that they could not afford legal help if tliey needed it and that 

they probably do not have a good idea of whatv costs for legal assis- 
tance involve (73^0. Rjrtiiermore, it can be inferred, that perceived hi^ 
costs for legal service inhibits students, from seddng necessary legal 
help. i«nety-three percent (93%) agreed that most students would have 
trouble paying usual attorney's fees. 

An urmet 'need is clearly indicated by substsmtial contact with law 
related situatixDos, expressed i|iterest in receivii^ ]£gal infonnation and 
confusion about legal resource® and their cost. In liiis light it is - 
net surprising that students support the idea of the Uhiversity providii^ 
legal advice (34%) and court represeptation (737.) for students. In conclu- 
sion, and as a result of the perceived need a g^ \ ack of ava^able reaources, 
Students have cocpled their si^jport of theWga with an expressed wljlirg- 
ness ts fund services by incteas'^ fitxident fees^ 
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